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Message from Her Excellency, Professor Marie Bashir AC CVO 
 
 
 

Sydney Peace Foundation 
 
 
As Governor of New South Wales and as former Chancellor of the University of 
Sydney, I am immensely proud of the wonderful work undertaken by The Sydney 
Peace Foundation. The Foundation and its many members advocate for peace with 
justice; educating and inspiring all of us to think more deeply about the world in which 
we live. 
 
Under the leadership of Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees, Chair of the Foundation, the 
Foundation has been a forceful and well recognized promoter of peace, honouring 
champions of human rights from around the world including Professor Muhammad 
Yunnus, Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu, Xanana Gusmao, Sir William Deane, 
Mary Robinson, Dr Hanan Ashrawi, Arundathi Roy, Olara Otunnu, Irene Khan, Dr 
Hans Blix, Patrick Dodson, John Pilger, Dr Vandana Shiva, Professor Noam 
Chomsky and Senator Sekai Holland.  
 
Unfortunately, commitments prohibited me from attending the 2013 awarding of the 
Peace Prize to Dr Cynthia Maung for her inspirational work on the Thai Burma 
border where she runs a hospital for Burmese refugees, migrant workers and orphans.  
She and her work embody the idea of peace with justice and I congratulate the 
Foundation for recognizing her invaluable work with some of the world’s most needy. 
 
I look forward to learning who the 2014 Peace Prize recipient will be and to being able 
to be part of the Foundation’s important, continuing work. 
 
 
 

 
 
Professor Marie R Bashir AC CVO 
Governor of New South Wales 2
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   O 2014/000417 SINGLETON SYDNEY PEACE PRIZE MESSAGE. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
25 February 2014 
 
 
Jane Singleton 
By email jane.singleton@sydney.edu.au  
 
 
Dear Jane 
 

Sydney Peace Foundation 
 
I commend the Sydney Peace Foundation for its important work promoting peace and 
justice, including through the Sydney Peace Prize. 
 
The City of Sydney has been a proud sponsor of this prize since its inception sixteen years 
ago. Australia’s only international award for peace is an invaluable way of recognising 
outstanding contributions to peace, justice, nonviolence and to human rights. 
 
The Sydney Peace Prize reminds us that urgent action is needed to address human rights. 
 
Last year saw the death of Nelson Mandela, an inspirational leader whose example still 
shines brightly. His life showed the importance of peace and justice, and his death reminds 
us that it is not an unattainable dream, but a reality that is achievable with determination and 
passion.  
 
The 2013 Sydney Peace Prize recipient, the remarkable Dr Cynthia Maung, has treated 
countless thousands of refugees, migrant workers and orphans in her hospital in Thailand on 
the Burmese border. She welcomes more than a hundred thousand patients annually, and 
provides schooling and meals for up to a thousand children each day.  
 
Dr Maung is a practical example of peace with justice.  
 
On behalf of the City of Sydney, I congratulate the Sydney Peace Foundation on the 
continued success of the Sydney Peace Prize. 
 
Yours sincerely 
 
 
 
 
Clover Moore 
Lord Mayor of Sydney 
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Peace with justice is a 
way of thinking and acting 
which promotes nonviolent 
solutions to everyday 
problems and provides the 
foundations of a civil society.

Sydney Peace 
Foundation
The Sydney Peace Foundation is a University of Sydney foundation 
established in 1998 by the founder and former Director of the Centre 
for Peace and Conflict Studies, Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees. 

The purpose of the Foundation is “to foster understandings of peace 
with justice and the means to achieve that aim.”

 

To achieve its goals the Foundation:

•	 Selects and awards the Sydney Peace Prize; Australia’s only in-
ternational prize for peace.

•	 Engages the mainstream and independent media in its strong 
advocacy strategy.

•	 Hosts educational seminars and public forums. 

•	 Runs various peace projects, including the Youth Peace Initiative 
and the West Papua Project.

•	 Develops corporate sector and community understanding of the 
value of peace with justice in diverse contexts and countries.

•	 Sponsors peace initiatives, particularly the work of the Centre for 
Peace and Conflict Studies (CPACS) at the University of Sydney.

•	 Creates jobs for young people in areas of peace research, conflict 
resolution and the promotion of human rights.

•	 Awards scholarships and internships in peace, human rights and 
conflict resolution.

Peace

Rights

Justice

Dignity

Security

Freedom

Equality

Well-being

Democracy

Nonviolence
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Executive Council & Staff
Chair

Emeritus Professor  
Stuart Rees AM

 
Director

Jane Singleton AM

 
Staff

Ms Juliet Bennett

Ms Bonnie Kelly

Ms Zahra Shafigh

 
Interns

Ms Lisa Fennis

Ms Kerstin Jonzon

Executive Council

Mr Pouyan Afshar

Ms Ann Cunningham

Ms Christine El-Khoury

Associate Professor 
Tim Fitzpatrick 

Mr David Hirsch

Professor Duncan 
Ivison (University 
Officer Foundation)

Ms Shauna Jarrett 
(Provost’s nominee)

Mr Robert Kinnane

Associate Professor  
Jake Lynch

Dr Ken Macnab

Mr Peter Manning

Ms Barbara Merz

Ms Linda O’Brien AM

Mr Kuranda Seyit

Ms Victoria Sharp

Mr Stephen Stanton

 
Advisory Panel

Mr Alan Cameron AO 

Mr Steve Killelea AM 

Ms Mary Kostakidis 

Mr Hugh Mackay

Dr Pat O’Shane AM

Mr Joesph Skrzynski AO

  From the left: Peter Manning, David Hirsch, Jane Fulton, Cynthia Maung, Victoria Sharp, Barbara Merz, Jane Singleton,  
 Stuart Rees, Christine El-Khoury, Juliet Bennett and Brian Hirst at the 2013 Sydney Peace Prize Award Ceremony
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To quote our inimitable Executive Officer, Juliet Bennett, 
‘Looking back we should be amazed at what we’ve pulled 
off this year.’  That completely justifiable observation reflects 
diverse projects carried out in response to numerous 
requests to address peace with justice issues.  A separate 
chronology of events is listed elsewhere in this report. I will 
comment briefly on a few highlights.

Advocacy and Understanding
On May 2nd at the Australian Embassy in Paris, we awarded 
the Foundation’s gold medal to the widow of the celebrat-
ed  French diplomat, author and human rights campaigner, 
the late Stéphane Hessel. Given that Stéphane’s last book, 
‘Time for Outrage’ was written when he was 93 and reflects 
the goals and spirit of the Foundation, it was fitting that a 
delegation travelled to Paris to make the award to Christiane 
Hessel-Chabry. In his book, Hessel argues that the capacity 
to be outraged over injustices is a means of staying in touch 
with one’s humanity. ‘The alternative is indifference!’

In the same Hessel-like spirit, Dialogue with Arab Women, 
conveyed the aspirations of leaders who want to treasure 
human rights and strive to do so. But as shown in the ABC 

televised record of this event, these skilful, brave women 
– in our case from Lebanon, Morocco and the United 
Arab Emirates – have to walk on and around hot political 
and religious coals, usually kept heated by the smoldering 
attitudes of men.

On a lighter note, Judy Davis, Colin Friels, Genevieve Lemon 
and Don Walker’s Performing for Peace at Sappho Books 
in August gave a full house audience the chance to recall 
the place of music, song and poetry in struggles to promote 
peace with justice. That event was staged to raise money for 
scholarships for students from the least developed countries.

Our hosting His Holiness the Dalai Lama in the State Par-
liament was also fun but organized in the midst of contro-
versy over initial opposition to His Holiness appearing on 
a Sydney University campus. The Dalai Lama’s exchange 
with ABC journalist Andrew West, on the topic Ethics for 
a Whole World, reminded us that to promote human rights 
you always need a touch of courage to resist establish-
ment views. The courage required in public life in Australia 
is nothing compared to the qualities exhibited by Tibetans 
trying to preserve their country and culture in the face of 
Chinese oppression. 

 Stuart Rees welcomes guest to pre-drinks and canapés at the 2013 Sydney Peace Prize Gala Dinner

Chair’s Report
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For sixteen years it has been a rule of thumb that in prepara-
tion for the Peace Prize events in the first week of November, 
no projects should be undertaken between August and 
November. That rule was broken this year by our hosting 
the distinguished international jurist Professor Richard Falk in 
mid September. Falk spoke to a large audience in the Foot-
bridge Theatre on the topic, ‘The Palestinian Struggle for Self 
Determination and the Ordeal of Occupation.’ 

The 2013 Peace Prize Events   
Elsewhere in this report are more specific details of the 
Peace Prize events and of the delightful cooperation with 
members of Sydney’s Karen community. Suffice to say here 
that Dr Cynthia Maung, the Director of the Mae Tao clinic 
on the Thai/Burma border was a first class choice as 2013 
Peace Prize recipient. Her twenty five years of leadership of 
a clinic which serves the health care needs of hundreds of 
thousands of refugees and poor migrant workers gives a 
vision of a common humanity and of every day work required 
to respect vulnerable people’s human rights. The spirit of Dr 
Maung’s life and work were captured in the title of her City of 
Sydney Peace Prize Lecture, Health, Healing and Dignity for 
the Dispossessed.  

The Foundation’s cherished relationship with the staff and 
students of Cabramatta High School was illustrated yet again 
this year by the warm and imaginative welcome which that 

school, in alliance with twelve other high schools, staged to 
welcome Cynthia Maung, her son and other colleagues from 
the Thai Burma border. ’Inspire to Heal’ was the apt title of 
the festivities held to welcome Dr Maung at Cabramatta on 
Friday November 8th.

The Resources Needed
The culture of an organization depends on the quality of re-
lationships between people working in small groups. In our 
case this begins with my complete trust in the Executive 
Officer, the Director and the student volunteers. Such trust 
and reciprocity is also exhibited by colleagues on the Peace 
Foundation’s Council. 

Such a working culture depends on humour as well as hard 
work. It also depends on imagination allied with determina-
tion to promote specific goals. Promoting human rights also 
requires, at the very least, an elastic interpretation of bound-
aries and rules. 

The selecting of each year’s Peace Prize recipient is a re-
sponsibility for the seven member jury which deliberates on 
each year’s nominations. This year, in preparation for the 
award of the 2014 Peace Prize, the jury was convened by 
David Hirsch. I am extremely grateful for David’s charac-
teristically professional stewardship of the jury and for the 
thoughtfulness and hard work of the six other jury members.  

 Jane Singleton, Cynthia Maung, Stuart Rees, Lior
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Our work is state wide, national and international so all 
members of the Council are encouraged to develop a wide 
range of interested and supportive networks.  The Foun-
dation’s offices are housed alongside the Centre for Peace 
and Conflict Studies at the University of Sydney but we also 
enjoy the indispensable support of the City of Sydney and in 
particular the Lord Mayor Clover Moore and the City’s Chief 
Executive Monica Barone.  

The annual fund raising appeal was successful again this 
year but perhaps it depended somewhat disproportionately 
on the generosity of key donors such as Steve Killelea and 
Alan Cameron. Steve should be congratulated for his con-
tinued promotion of the Global Peace Index, his building of 
departments of Economics and Peace in universities around 
the world and for the recent launching of the Global Ter-
rorism Index.   

Staffing and a Director
In addition to our highly skilled, selfless – ‘nothing too much 
trouble ‘ – Executive Officer Juliet Bennett, I also acknowl-
edge the selfless commitment of our part-time colleague 
Bonnie Kelly and, in the months running up to November’s 
Peace Prize events, the imagination and efficiency of volun-
teers Lisa Fennis and Kerstin Jonzon. Zahra Shafigh’s ability, 
on one day per week employment, to keep alive the Youth 
Peace Initiative has also been invaluable. 

On September 1st Jane Singleton joined us as the Foun-
dation’s new Director. Her distinguished career as inaugu-
ral presenter and senior reporter for ABC television’s 7:30 
Report, as the founder and director of her own public affairs 
consultancy dealing with ethical campaigns in the public 
interest, has ensured that Jane is already well known across 
the country. Her experience in coordinating social justice 
campaigns will be of enormous benefit to the Peace Foun-
dations’ advocacy work. The campaigns in which Jane was 
very directly involved include the fight for self-determination 
for Indigenous Australians, the unbanning of drug RU486 
and for compensation for asbestos victims. 

I am both relieved and pleased, and so are my colleagues, 
that Jane is the Foundation’s Director. Under her leadership 
we look forward to an exciting and successful 2014. 

Stuart Rees 
December 2013

 Clover Moore Lord Mayor of Sydney and Dr Cynthia Maung

  Her Excellency Professor Marie Bashir, Governor of NSW, 
 with Juliet Bennett8
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I arrived at the Sydney Peace Foundation at the beginning 
of September in the hustle and bustle of preparations for 
the talk by Richard Falk on September 19th. He was inspi-
rational. But rather than doing too much reflecting on that, 
it was time to dash on with the 2014 Sydney Peace Prize 
lecture and gala dinner.  Both were splendid events and the 
winner, Dr Cynthia Maung, a splendid recipient.  I had by co-
incidence visited her hospital at Mae Sot in Thailand on the 
Burmese border in my previous role as CEO of the Australian 
Reproductive Health Alliance so it was thrilling that she and 
her most deserving work were so powerfully recognized.

Once we could draw breath it was time for me, with the 
Chair, to make some more formal arrangements for transi-
tion: Stuart Rees from the Director’s role although he remains 
as Chair, and me as the Director. The December meeting of 
the Council, as well as hearing reports on the Peace Prize 
and other activities considered updating some of our gov-
ernance and procedural ‘rules’ and processes.

For me the work at the Peace Foundations is the most perfect 
mix of my professional and community life:  communications, 

advocacy, human rights, sometimes unfashionable causes 
and, working with organizations so that they can become as 
effective as possible, given their resources. 

In 2014 I will have found my feet and I hope for the Sydney 
Peace Foundation it will be a year of consolidation and of 
course great strides in advocating for peace with justice. 

Executive officer, Juliet Bennett is a champion and the other 
staff and interns do so very much more than a fair day’s 
work. They are terrific. 

My warmest thanks to Stuart Rees, for his generous 
support, his enormous energy and great good humour.  It 
will be an honour to work with him to build on his sixteen 
years at the helm.

Jane Singleton 
January 2014

Director’s Report

 Jane Singleton welcomes guests to the City of Sydney Peace Prize Lecture
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Events Report

Over the course of 2013, the Foundation hosted a variety of 
events, from panel discussions to performances, engaging 
with diverse audiences from high school students to High 
Court judges on issues of peace with justice. Our small team 
organised, marketed and coordinated seven events: 

March 21st, ‘Dialogue with Arab Women’, panel discussion 
with Zeina Daccache, Manal Elattir, Houriya al-Kazim, chaired 
by Stuart Rees at the Eastern Avenue Lecture Theatre, The 
University of Sydney. Filmed by ABC Big Ideas. 

May 2nd, ‘Honouring Stephane Hessel’, presentation of 
the Foundation’s Gold Medal for Human Rights to Christi-
ane Hessel-Chabry, hosted by the Australian Ambassador 
to France at the Ambassador’s residence in Paris, France.

June 18th, ‘Ethics for a Whole World’, ABC’s Andrew 
West in Conversation with His Holiness the Dalai Lama 
at the NSW Parliament House Theatrette, Sydney. Filmed 
by ABC Big Ideas.

August 4th, ‘Performing for Peace’, Judy Davis, Colin Friels, 
Genevieve Lemon and Don Walker at Sappho Books, Glebe.

September 19th, Professor Richard Falk, ‘The Palestinian 
Struggle for Self Determination and the Ordeal of Occupa-
tion,’ at the Footbridge Theatre, the University of Sydney. 
Filmed by ABC Big Ideas.

November 6th, Dr Cynthia Maung, ‘Health, Healing and 
Dignity for the Dispossessed’, City of Sydney Peace Prize 
Lecture at Sydney Town Hall. Filmed by ABC Big Ideas.

November 7th, ‘Honouring Dr Cynthia Maung’, Sydney 
Peace Prize Award Ceremony and Gala Dinner, MacLaurin 
Hall at the University of Sydney.

Behind the scenes, the year was marked by many improve-
ments of the Foundation’s event organisation. Event market-
ing and ticket sales were aided by the team’s consistent de-
velopment of the Foundation’s organisational infrastructure 
including its cloud database and mailing lists. The introduc-
tion of online ticketing services has significantly increased 
our operational efficiency. Working closely with ABC Big 
Ideas, who filmed and broadcasted four of the year’s events, 
has expanded the reach of the Foundation’s events.

To assist in the coordination and staging of the Sydney 
Peace Prize Award Ceremony and Gala Dinner, the Foun-
dation partnered with a highly professional and resourceful 
team at Flying Ruby Events. Of particular benefit was Flying 
Ruby’s ability to leverage the Foundation’s brand to secure 
new event sponsors, allowing for a high quality event within 
tight financial constraints. 

The Foundation staged a tribute to this year’s recipient, 
Dr Maung, and in recognition of the inimitable work of the 
Foundation’s Founder, former Director and present Chair, 
Emeritus Professor Stuart Rees. 

Bonnie Kelly 
January 2014

 City of Sydney Peace Prize Lecture 2013
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Public Talks filmed and broadcast by ABC Big Ideas

Awarding a Gold Medal
celebrating the life and achievements of 
Stephane Hessel in Paris – 2 May

Performing for Peace
Judy Davis, Colin Friels, Don Walker  
and Genevieve Lemon – 4 August

Coversation with His Holiness the Dalai Lama – 18 June
Dr Houriya al-Kazimm, Ms Zeina Daccache, 
Stuart Rees, Ms Manal Elattir – 21 March

Dialogue with Arab Women 
21 March

Richard Falk and Jennifer Killen 
19 September

Barbara Merz, Victoria Sharp, Stuart Rees, Susan Banki, 
Andrew West, His Holiness the Dalai Lama, Juliet Bennett, 
John Kaye MLC, Bonnie Kelly and Muditha Dias – 18 June

Mary Henderson and 
Mary Kostakidis

Boris Kelly 
and Monica Barone

Amanda Grant and Victoria Sharp Don Walker
Ambassador Ric Wells, Madame Hessel-Chabry  
and Stuart Rees mirror 

Jonny Gloss and Ken Macnab
Ragnhild Rees and 
Christiane Hessel-Chabry

Guests

P
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C
ES

N
A
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S

!
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N
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P

S
!
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2013 City of Sydney  
Peace Prize Lecture
Sydney Town Hall – 6 November

“Inspire to Heal” 
Cabramatta High Peace Day
Cabramata High – 8 November

Traditional Karen Done Dancers

Lior

Guests in the Vestibule, waiting for doors to open

Dr Cynthia Maung in conversation  
with Mary Kostakidis

Monica Barone and Jane Singleton

Quang Huy DO, student 
artist, with Dr Cynthia and 
his painting of her

Dr Cynthia 
walks through 
the Peace Garden

Dr Cynthia Maung with high school students

Freeing the peace doves
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2013 
Sydney 
Peace Prize 
Gala Dinner
University of Sydney – 7 November

Biannca Pace, Dr Andrew Berry, Louise Gillum, 
Victoria Berry, Victoria Sharp, Peter Kampfner

Standing (from left) Nay Wah Chit Oo, Mahn Orlando, Naw Sunshine 
Lwin Oo, Eh Soe Gay Zu, Saw Lwin Oo, Mwue Eh Wah, Beh Beh Zu, 
Daniel Zu, Mahn Tun, Daniel Thein Thanya. Sitting (from left) Eh Lay Htoo 
Shin, Eh Seet Wah, Elvina Poe

Soka Gakkai Jazz Band

Stuart Rees and Ken Macnab

Matt Sterne 
and Kerstin Jonzon

Vivianna Rodriguez, Jessica Nhkum, 
Christabel Wescombe, Roger 
Wescombe, Punam Yadav

Donna O’Connor  
& David Hirsch

Clover Moore, Lord 
Mayor of Sydney 
and Peter Moore

Alan Cameron AO, Sue Cameron,  
Angus Cameron

Dr Cynthia Maung in conversation with Debbie Whitmont Dr Cynthia Maung with Steve Killelea

Stuart Rees awards the lucky door 
prize to Sarah Shores

Barbara Merz, Rob Frith, Pamela Frith, 
Linda O’Brien, Michael O’Brien

Dr Cynthia Maung with Rosa 
Tripodi and Thi Nguyen from 
Singapore Airlines

Clover Moore, Lord 
Mayor of Sydney,  
and Dr Cynthia Maung

James Dhizaala 
and Paul Duffel

P
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N
A
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S

!

13

S
Y

D
N

E
Y

 P
E

A
C

E
 FO

U
N

D
ATIO

N



Media Report
In 2013 the Foundation sustained and improved the relation-
ships forged in the previous years, not only with the media, 
but also with our supporters and friends. Alongside their in-
credibly demanding everyday schedules, the Foundation’s 
small and busy team worked collaboratively to engage print 
and online media outlets, as well as radio and television. 

The team has nurtured relationships with several of Austral-
ia’s most respected news sources. As has become tradition, 
the Sydney Morning Herald’s Good Weekend published a 
feature article on the year’s Sydney Peace Prize recipi-
ent. Sharon Bradley’s moving article ‘A Fragile Sanctuary’ 
announced Dr Cynthia Maung and detailed her work and 
story. This was accompanied by exquisite photos taken by 
Brendan Esposito, which he and Fairfax kindly approved for 
the Foundation’s use in promoting the events. ABC Big Ideas 
filmed and broadcast four of our events, spreading the Foun-
dation’s message across Australia, the Pacific and the web. 

In the run-up to the Sydney Peace Prize, the Foundation 
was inundated with media requests: Dr Cynthia Maung was 
interviewed on multiple radio programs – including Radio 
National’s Late Night Live with Philip Adams on November 
4th and Radio Australia’s Asia-Pacific with Sen Lam on 
November 5th – and news about the Sydney Peace Prize 
and Dr Maung’s Mae Sot Clinic was syndicated several 
times. Within a matter of days we reached the readerships of 
over ten different newspapers, including The Australian, The 
Age, The Brisbane Times, The Canberra Times, WA Today 
and The Examiner. A selected list of publications, interviews 
and presentations is included at the end of this report.

Other memorable moments enjoyed similar attention. Our 
decision to host the His Holiness the Dalai Lama attracted 

a frenzy of media, as did the visit of United Nations Special 
Rapporteur on Palestinian Human Rights, Professor Richard 
Falk. Throughout the year our Chair Stuart Rees pub-
lished over a dozen articles on topics ranging from the late 
Stéphane Hessel’s vision, to the refugee debate and boy-
cotting Sri Lanka, in publications ranging from Crikey and 
New Matilda to The Australian and TV appearances on the 
ABC 7:30 Report. A full list of publications and links to their 
sources is available on our website www.sydneypeacefoun-
dation.org.au/spf-in-the-media

It is safe to say that in terms of media and public support, 
2013 has been a challenging and busy, yet very success-
ful year. With the recent appointment of respected journalist 
Jane Singleton as the Foundation’s Director, 2014 is sure to 
raise the bar further still.

Lisa Fennis 
January 2014

 An interview with Dr Cynthia Maung 

Thanks to the exposure mentioned 
in the report above, the Foundation’s 
support base has continued to grow. 
Throughout the year, the team has 
made a concerted effort to connect 
with our supporters, as to maintain and 
increase public support for the Foun-
dation’s work. We currently send out 
news on peace with justice and our 
upcoming events to over 1800 email 
subscribers. Our website is constantly 
updated with new blog posts, discus-
sions and photos. 

Twitter has been a particularly valuable 
outreach tool. For the latter half of 2013 
I was the Foundation’s dedicated so-
cial-media intern, utilising advanced 
search features, direct marketing to 
appropriate users and engaging in 
conversations. In the last five months, 
the Facebook “Likes” increased by 
20% and Twitter followers increased by 
25%. We are looking to develop these 
tools further and increase activity in 
2014 with an “always on” approach to 
peace with justice via social media.

Public can join our e-mail list to be 
notified of events and Sydney Peace 
Prize recipients:

Website and blog: www.sydneypeace-
foundation.org.au 

Follow us on Twitter: @SydPeaceFound

Receive our feeds on Facebook: www.
facebook.com/sydneypeacefoundation

Kerstin Jonzon 
January 2014

Website and Social Media
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Publications, 
Videos, 
Presentations
Coverage of the Foundation’s 
advocacy and events:
Television and radio:

Adams, Phillip, November 4, ‘Burmese doctor wins Sydney 
Peace Prize’, a radio conversation with Dr Cynthia Maung 
and Jane Singleton, ABC Radio National Late Night Live.

Adams, Phillip, September 17, ‘Rethinking foreign 
occupation’, a radio conversation with Richard Falk and 
Jeff Halper, ABC Radio National Late Night Live.

Bradley, Sharon & Esposito, Brendan, August 16, ‘A 
moment with Dr Cynthia Maung’, Sydney Morning Herald, 
The Age, The Brisbane Times, and WA Today.

Backhaus, Bridget, October 25, ‘AusAid cuts hurt 
Burmese refugees’, Interview with Belinda Thompson, 
produced by, The Wire.

Falk, Richard, Oct 14, ‘The Palestinian Struggle 
for Self Determination and the Ordeal of 
Occupation,’ ABC Big Ideas.

Harvey, Adam, April 17, ‘Culture of Compliance: 
Refusing the Dalai Lama’, Stuart Rees interviewed on 
ABC 7:30 Report. 

Lam, Sen, November 5, ‘Karen refugee clinic pioneer wins 
Sydney Peace Prize’, a radio interview with Sen Lam, Asia-
Pacific, Radio Australia.

Oung, Terrell, November 2, ‘Interview with Stuart Rees’ on 
SBS Radio Burmese.

Sutton, Ron, November 8, ‘Cynthia Maung: Sydney Peace 
Prize Winner’, a radio conversation with Ron Sutton, SBS 
World News Australia Radio.

Rees, Stuart; Al-Kazim, H., Daccache, Z., & Elattir, M., April 
24, ‘Dialogue with Arab Women’, ABC Big Ideas.

Rees, Stuart, September 9, ‘Absurdity of Naval 
Celebrations: No End to Militarism,’ radio 
broadcast ABC 2BL. 

West, Andrew, Sept 23, ‘Ethics for a Whole World’: Andrew 
West in Conversation with His Holiness the Dalai Lama, 
ABC Big Ideas. 

Print and online news:

APP, November 4, ‘Burma still fragile: Peace Prize winner’, 
news.com.au, SBS news, The Australian, The Herald 
Sun, The Gold Coast Bulletin, The Townsville Bulletin, The 
Mercury, and The Geelong Advertiser.

Banki, Susan, November 7, ‘Myanmar’s Aung San Suu Kyi, 
Cynthia Maung to receive honorary degrees in Sydney’, 
The Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, The Canberra 
Times, The Brisbane Times and WA Today.

Bradley, Sharon, ‘Fragile Sanctuary’, Sydney Morning 
Herald’s Good Weekend, 17 August 2013. Also published 
in the The Age, The Canberra Times, The Brisbane Times, 
WA Today, The Examiner, The Scone Advocate, The 
Illawara Mercury and The Maitland Mercury.

Bradley, Sharon, ‘Peace Prize winner fights for survival of 
her health clinic’, in the Sydney Morning Herald, 17 August 
2013. Also published in The Age, The Canberra Times, WA 
Today, The Scone Advocate and The Examiner.

Bradshaw, Brian, May 24, ‘Uni Gets a Lesson on Vested 
Interests‘, New Matilda. 

Corben, Rob, November 3, ‘Aid cuts may weaken 
Myanmar refugee clinic’, AAP, news.com.au, The 
Australian, The Herald Sun, The Townsville Bulletin, The 
Mercury, and The Geelong Advertiser.

Dias, Avani, ‘Chinese Whispers the Dalai Lama and Sydney 
University, Honi Soit 31/4.

  S
haron B

radley’s feature article on D
r C

ynthia M
aung in the S

M
H

 G
ood W

eekend,  
 

featuring photos by B
rendan E

sposito

15

S
Y

D
N

E
Y

 P
E

A
C

E
 FO

U
N

D
ATIO

N



DVB, November 7, ‘Dr Cynthia in ‘shock and pain’ 
after losing Australian funding’ on The Democratic 
Voice of Burma.

Esposito, Brendan, August 16, ‘Photogallery of Mae Tao 
Clinic’ Sydney Morning Herald, The Age, WA Today, and 
The Canberra Times.

Finney, Richard, April 29, Dalai Lama to Speak at University 
After All, Radio Free Asia.

Karen News, November 6, ‘Australia Govt Cuts Dr 
Cynthia’s Funding’ on Karennews.org.

Lau, Joyce, April 29, ‘Dalai Lama to Speak at the University 
of Sydney‘, NY Times.

Santamaria, Carlos, November 7, ‘Foreign policy cuts 
funding for AusAID-funded refugee clinic’, Devex.

Santos, Lean Alfred, November 5, ‘After Ausaid cuts, 
award-winning clinic for Myanmar in dire straits’, Devex.

Taylor, Rob, April 18, ‘Australia University Accused of 
Bowing to China by Barring Dalai Lama‘, Reuters.

Tethong, Lhadon, May 30, ‘Inside Job: Beijing’s New Allies 
in its War on Tibet, Huffington Post.

The University of Sydney, November 8, ‘Burma’s famous 
‘refugee’ doctor wins Sydney Peace Prize’ in The University 
of Sydney News.

Thompson, Belinda, October 24, ‘Burmese refugees the 
forgotten victims of AusAID cuts’, Crikey.

Thompson, Belinda, November 21, ‘A Healthcare Heroine‘, 
the Australian National University’s Crawford School 
of Public Policy.

Villarino, Eliza, August 29, Dr Cynthia Maung: How foreign 
donors can help bring peace to Burma, Devex.

Zwartz, Henry, November 6, ‘Peace Prize Recipient 
Honoured for Burma Border Clinic – Australia Cuts Her 
Funding’, Karennews.org.

Selected List of Publications by Council 
and Staff
Books and book chapters:

Bennett, Juliet, ‘An Experiment with Tourism: Educating 
for Social and Ecological Justice in Australia’, Envisioning 
Peace Tourism: Promoting Human Security Through 
International Citizenship (co-authored with Ngarrindjeri 
being Heard), Sydney: Routledge, pp 156-170.

Lynch, Jake, A Global Standard for Reporting Conflict, New 
York: Routledge.

Lynch, Jake, ‘Towards a Global Standard for Reporting 
Conflict’, in Peace in Action: Practices, perspectives and 
policies that make a difference, Raymond King, Victor 
MacGill and Roger Wescombe (eds), pp 22-29. Wagga 
Wagga, NSW: King MacGill Wescombe Publications 
(collection of papers delivered to the Rotary Peace 
Communities International Conference, 2012).

Articles in refereed journals

Lynch, Jake, ‘Responses to Peace Journalism’, Journalism: 
theory, practice and criticism (co-authored with Annabel 
McGoldrick), Vol 14 no 8, pp 1041-1058.

Lynch, Jake, ‘Re-envisioning democratic media and ethics: 
Transformations in journalism, news and the digital’, Ethical 
Space: The International Journal of Communication Ethics, 
Vol 10 nos 2-3, pp 2-6. 

Lynch, Jake, ‘Is Peace Journalism feasible? Pointers for 
research and media development’, Ethical Space: The 
International Journal of Communication Ethics, Vol 10 
nos 2-3, pp 15-24.

Media columns and contributions:

Bennett, Juliet, May, ‘In Honour of Outrage: Sydney Peace 
Foundation awards a posthumous Gold Medal to Stéphane 
Hessel’, PeaceWrites, 1/2013, pp 7-8. 

Bennett, Juliet, October,  ‘Born in a Bar’ (a brief history 
of the Sydney Peace Foundation), PeaceWrites, 
2/2013, pp 3-4.

Hirsch, David, ’Medical Inspiration’, Medical Journal of 
Australia, 28 October 2013.

Lynch, Jake, March 14, ‘The Iraq War: Ten Years On’, ABC 
Radio National Drive.

Lynch, Jake, April, ’PJ Scholars Reveal Research’, The 
Peace Journalist, vol 2 no 1, pp 3-7.

Lynch, Jake, April 15, ‘Time for action on Colombo 
Commonwealth Summit’, ABC The Drum Opinion.

Lynch, Jake, with Mekela Panditharatne, May, ‘Media 
demonisation of asylum seekers: what can be done?’, 
PeaceWrites, 1/2013, pp 2-4.

Lynch, Jake, June 25, letter on academic boycott of Israel, 
The Australian.

Lynch, Jake, June 25, ‘Coalition plans to punish those who 
boycott Israel’, ABC The Drum Opinion.

Lynch, Jake, August, review of Ending Holy Wars by 
Isak Svensson, Australian Options magazine, Issue 73, 
Winter, pp 34-35.

Lynch, Jake, October, ‘Circularity on Syria’, vol 2 no 2, pp 
5-6, The Peace Journalist.

Lynch, Jake, November, ‘The case for (and against) 
peace journalism’, panel discussion podcast, 
CTVC Things Unseen.

Lynch, Jake, November, ‘Boycott Movement Under 
Attack in Australia’, BRICUP (British Campaign for the 
Universities of Palestine) newsletter No 70, pp 1-3. Also in 
TRANSCEND Media Service.

Lynch, Jake, November 26, ’Taking me to court won’t stop 
BDS’, New Matilda.

Rees, Stuart, January 9, ‘Boycotting Sri Lanka Is Not 
Cricket’, Online Opinion.
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Rees, Stuart, January 12, ‘Gratitude to Wikileaks and to 
Julian Assange,’ British Journal of Radical Perspectives, 
Liverpool Univ, UK.

Rees, Stuart, February 14, review of Denise Leith’s ‘What It 
Could Be’ for Allen & Unwin.

Rees, Stuart, February 27, ‘Gandhi Legacy, International 
Priorities’, published for opening of Nonviolence Centre, 
NSW Parliament.

Rees, Stuart, March 6, ‘The Vision of Stéphane 
Hessel,’ New Matilda.

Rees, Stuart, May 21, ‘Cruel Game Behind Politicians’ 
Rush to Condemn Anti Semitism,’ The Australian.

Rees, Stuart, July 7, ‘What we can learn from refugees in 
this election’, ABC The Drum.

Rees, Stuart, July 8, ‘The Carpet Baggers of 
Burma’, New Matilda.

Rees, Stuart, July 29, ‘Honouring Japanese 
leaders of Nonviolence: Makiguchi, Toda, Ikeda,’ in 
Tokyo’s Seiko Shimbun.

Rees, Stuart, October 30, ‘Two Thousand Defendants for 
Human Rights’, New Matilda.

Rees, Stuart, November 13, ‘Afghanistan, Peace with 
Justice Issues’ Bamiyan, Afghan Support, Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, November 20, ‘Truth, Justice, Peace: the 
moral and legal foundations of the BDS Movement,’ ABC 
Journal of Religion & Ethics.

Rees, Stuart, December 6, ‘The Prisoner Who Freed A 
Nation’, a tribute to Nelson Mandela, New Matilda.

Talks & activities:

Bennett, Juliet, November 27, ‘Addressing Structural 
Violence: a Call to a “New Story”,’ Higher Degree 
Research Conference on Social Justice Conference, The 
University of Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, February 8, ‘Gaza, Hellfire or Resolution’ 
paper to Sydney’s Politics in the Pub.

Rees, Stuart, February 28, ‘The Practice of Nonviolence’, 
paper to opening of International Centre for Nonviolence, 
Parliament of NSW.

Rees, Stuart, April 9, ‘John Howard’s Years: The Folly of the 
Iraq War,’ address to rally at Lowy Institute.

Rees, Stuart, April 24, ‘Confronting China’s Oppression in 
Tibet’ address to ‘Justice for Tibet’ Sydney rally.

Rees, Stuart, June 12 and 13, visit to refugee camps, 
Thai Burma border, plus meetings with Bangkok Post 
journalist Phil Thornton.

Rees, Stuart, June 13, meetings with 2013 Peace Prize 
recipient, Dr Cynthia Maung and staff, Mae Tao Clinic, 
Mae Sot, Thailand.

Rees, Stuart, June 17, ‘Peace Proposal for Syria’, 
presentation to Syrian delegation, Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, June 20, ‘Poetry in Peace Negotiations’, 
paper to SGIQ students, Homebush Centre.

Rees, Stuart, July 6, ‘ The Biak Massacre Inquiry’, SPF /
CPACS sponsored inquiry, Woolley, Univ. of Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, July 19, ‘ASIO’s Absurd Powers: why the 
campaign for reform needs to succeed,’ presentation to 
Sydney’s Politics in the Pub.

Rees, Stuart, August 7, chair, Professor Shu-Nan 
Hsu, University of Taiwan, ‘ Peace and Peacemaking 
in the fiction of Ondatje, Swift and McEwan’, Woolley, 
University of Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, August 16, ‘The Gandhi Legacy: 
Nonviolence in public policy and private life,’ to Sydney’s 
Politics in the Pub.

Rees, Stuart, August 31, ‘Taking a Human Rights Stand’, 
paper to Bellingen Institute, Bellingen, NSW.

Rees, Stuart, September 12, ‘Palestinians’ Human Rights’, 
paper to ANU conference sponsored by the British Council.

Rees, Stuart, September 13 ‘Justice for Palestinians equals 
Security for Israelis’, Univ. of Third Age, Edgecliff, Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, September 16, ‘Swami Vivekenanda and 
his quest for Sustained Development in East & West’, to 
international conference, Seymour Centre, Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, October 3, ‘The Right to Dissent’ address to 
RMIT conference, Kaleide Theatre, Melbourne.

Rees, Stuart, October 16th, launch of Mary Lane’s ‘People, 
Power, Participation’, University of Sydney.

Rees, Stuart, December 8th, ‘Achievements and Obstacles 
in the BDS Movement,’ address to Arab National 
Conference, Doha, Qatar.
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 Dr Cynthia Maung with high school students after presenting the City of Sydney Peace Prize Lecture

Youth Peace Initiative (YPI) is a Sydney Peace Foundation 
project that has been working with high school students since 
2005. YPI aims to engage young people with the process of 
peace, justice and promoting the practice of nonviolence.  

In conjunction with the Sydney Peace Foundation, YPI 
co-hosted His Holiness the Dalai Lama in the NSW Parlia-
ment House on June 18th, with students from Cabramat-
ta High School, Granville Boys’, Masada College and the 
Australian International Academy, attending the event and 
submitting questions for ABC Radio Host Andrew West to 
ask His Holiness.

In August, Granville Boys High School hosted a YPI video 
conference on the theme of ‘Religion and Peace’, once 
again facilitated by Andrew West. Students from five public 
and private high schools came together to discuss topics 
regarding peace and conflict, social justice and nonviolence 
and shared their views on religion and peace. 

NSW Poetry Slam Champion Zohab Khan led a poetry 
workshop and encouraged students to think about peace 
through the creative expression of poetry. It was enthralling 
to see the students express their interpretations of peace 
through poetry. The level of talent and eloquence by the 
students symbolised the potential young people have in 
contributing positively to our society and the importance of 
creating opportunities for them to practice their skills and 
reach their potential.

The year ended with the annual Sydney Peace Prize events. 
It was encouraging to see students from numerous NSW 
High schools attend the City of Sydney Peace Prize Lecture 
and Cabramatta High School’s Peace Day to listen and learn 
from this year’s recipient, Dr Cynthia Maung. 

Coordinating the Youth Peace Initiative has been an inspira-
tional and exciting time. I have met many young people who 
have awed me with their passion for social justice and their 
creativity in practicing nonviolence and peace in their schools 
and communities. Due to lack of funding, I will unfortunately 
not be able to continue my position with YPI. I am, however, 
planning to work in a voluntary capacity to continue the 
efforts of former YPI coordinators and volunteers in 2014.

Zahra Shafigh 
January 2014

YOUTHPEACEINITIATIVE .ORG.AU

Youth Peace Initiative Report

18

S
Y

D
N

E
Y

 P
E

A
C

E
 F

O
U

N
D

AT
IO

N



The Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies (CPACS) was 
established in 1988 as a specialist research, teaching and 
advocacy centre within the University of Sydney to promote 
the understanding and achievement of peace with justice. 
CPACS offers postgraduate coursework and research 
degrees in Peace and Conflict Studies, a social science field 
that promotes interdisciplinary research and teaching on the 
causes of conflict and the conditions that affect conflict res-
olution and peace. In 2013, students and graduates came 
from countries across all the continents! Research and pub-
lications produced by the Centre cover peace journalism, 
transitional justice, responsibility to protect (R2P), genocide 
prevention, peacebuilding, human rights, as well as gender, 
refugee and asylum seeker policy. CPACS programs and 
advocacy projects include the Refugee Language Program, 
West Papua Project, Human Rights Education, Sri Lanka 
Human Rights Project, BDS, support for the Australian An-
ti-Bases Campaign, defence of Wikileaks and the Human 
Survival Project.

The Foundation and CPACS co-sponsor, cross-promote 
and support each other’s events, initiatives and endeavours. 
Many students from the MPACS program have kindly volun-
teered at our events ‘Dialogue with Arab Women’ in March, 
‘Ethics for a Whole World’ with his holiness the Dalai Lama in 
June, and also, off course, at the City of Sydney Peace Prize 
Lecture at Sydney Town Hall.

On the morning of the November 7th CPACS had the 
honour of hosting a Q&A session with Dr Cynthia Maung at 
the Mackie Building, University of Sydney, with an audience 
of around 35 Masters and PhD students, lecturers and 
staff from CPACS, the Human Rights and Democratization 

programs, the South East Asia Studies Centre and the 
Medical School at the University. Dr Cynthia answered the 
audience’s questions on everything from ‘how it is to be a 
powerful woman in a patriarchal society’ to what her views on 
peace and justice are. Dr Cynthia underlined the importance 
of empowerment and community inclusion. Dr Cynthia was 
accompanied by K’nyaw Paw, the Chairwoman of the Karen 
Women’s Organisation, and Jessica Nhkum, who is the Joint 
General Secretary at Kachin Women’s Association Thailand 
(KWAT). It was a wonderful opportunity to be able to talk to 
these truly inspirational young women in such an intimate 
setting. After the Q&A, CPACS offered refreshments in the 
Posters for Peace Gallery, 
where dialogue continued.

CPACS also had the pleasure 
of welcoming Mujib Abid, 
from Afghanistan, who is 
studying a one-year Masters 
degree. The Sydney Peace 
Foundation’s scholarship 
covers Mujib’s tuition fees 
and his living expenses 
are covered by Mahboba’s 
Promise. In mid-November Mujib spoke about his experi-
ences growing up in Afghanistan and his life as a student at 
Sydney University at an Afghan themed luncheon hosted by 
Mahboba’s Promise and supported by the Foundation.

Kerstin Jonzon 
January 2014

CPACS Report

 Mujib Abid enjoying the 
sites of Sydney

 CPACS Volunteers Blake, Godwin, Robert, and Lydia
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Each year the Sydney Peace 
Prize is awarded to an individual 
•	 who has made significant contributions to global peace 

including steps to eradicate poverty, racism and en-
trenched unemployment – conditions often labelled as 
“structural violence”. 

•	 whose role and responsibilities enable them to use the 
prize to further the cause of peace with justice. 

•	 whose work illustrates the philosophy and principles 
of nonviolence. 

The Award has national and international significance in 
terms of support given to leaders for peace. It also identifies 
Sydney as a city with a prominent peace agenda.

Sydney Peace Prize Recipients
2013 – Dr Cynthia Maung

Humanitarian doctor and founder of the Mae Tao Clinic, 
recognised for her dedication to multi-ethnic democracy, 
human rights, and the dignity of the poor and dispossessed, 
and for establishing health services for victims of conflict.

2012 – Senator Sekai Holland

Co Minister for Reconciliation Healing and Integration in the 
Cabinet of President Robert Mugabe and Prime Minister 
Morgan Tsvangirai, Senator Sekai Holland, recognised for a 
lifetime of outstanding courage in campaigning for human 
rights and democracy, for challenging violence in all its forms 
and for giving such astute and brave leadership for the em-
powerment of women.

2011 – Professor Noam Chomsky 

Distinguished American linguist, social scientist and human 
rights campaigner, recognized for  inspiring the convictions 
of millions about a common humanity and for unfailing moral 
courage. For critical analysis of democracy and power, 
for challenging secrecy, censorship and violence and for 

 Dr Cynthia Maung in conversation with Mary Kostakidis at Sydney Town Hall

16 Years of the Sydney Peace Prize
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creating hope through scholarship and activism to promote 
the attainment of universal human rights.

2010 – Dr Vandana Shiva 

Scientist, environmentalist and feminist, recognised for her 
courageous leadership of movements for social justice – the 
empowerment of women in developing countries, advocacy 
of the human rights of small farming communities and 
through her scientific analysis of environmental sustainabili-
ty, as well as for conducting such advocacy and leadership 
through the language and practice of nonviolence. 

2009 – John Pilger 

World renowned journalist, author and film-maker, recog-
nised for his work as an author, film-maker and journalist 
as well as for courage as a foreign and war correspondent 
in enabling the voices of the powerless to be heard and for 
commitment to peace with justice by exposing and holding 
governments to account for human rights abuses and for 
fearless challenges to censorship in any form. 

2008 – Patrick Dodson 

Chairman, Lingiari Foundation, recognised for his coura-
geous advocacy of the human rights of Indigenous people, 
for distinguished leadership of the reconciliation movement 
and for a life time of commitment to peace with justice. 

2007 – Dr Hans Blix 

Chairman, Weapons of Mass Destruction Commission 
(WMDC), recognised for his principled and courageous op-
position to proponents of the war in Iraq, for life long advocacy 
of humanitarian law and nonviolence and for leadership of 
disarmament programs to rid the world of weapons of terror. 

2006 – Irene Khan 

Secretary General of Amnesty International, recognised 
for her leadership as a courageous advocate of universal 
respect for human rights, her skills in identifying violence 
against women as a massive injustice and therefore a priority 
campaigning for peace. 

2005 – Olara Otunnu 

Former United Nations Under Secretary General for Children 
and Armed Conflict, recognised for his lifetime commitment 
to human rights, his ceaseless efforts to protect children in 
time of war and his promotion of measures for the healing 
and social reintegration of children in the aftermath of conflict. 

2004 – Arundhati Roy 

Indian writer and human rights activist, recognised for 
her courage in campaigns for human rights and for her 
advocacy of nonviolence as expressed in her demands for 
justice for the poor, for the victims of communal violence, for 
the millions displaced by the Namada dam projects and for 
her opposition to nuclear weapons.

2003 – Dr Hanan Ashrawi 

Founder and Secretary General of the Palestine Initiative for 
the Promotion of Global Dialogue and Democracy (MIFTAH). 
As a writer, academic, political activist and campaigner for 
human rights, her advocacy has played a central role in the 
development of a self-governing Palestine. 

2002 – Mary Robinson 

Distinguished lawyer, former President of Ireland and United 
Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights. Dedicat-
ed and courageous champion for the rights of the pow-
erless and a vision of peace with justice through respect 
for human rights. 

2001 – Sir William Deane 

Former Governor General of Australia. Strongly committed 
to improving the quality of life of disadvantaged Australians 
in particular indigenous peoples. 

2000 – Xanana Gusmao 

President of the National Council for East Timorese Resist-
ance and subsequently the first President of East Timor. 
Courageous and principal leader for the independence of 
the East Timorese people, a statesman in the causes of 
human rights and peace with justice. 

1999 – Archbishop Emeritus Desmond Tutu 

For his work as Chairman of South Africa’s Truth and Rec-
onciliation Commission. Nobel Prize winner, leader of 
the anti-apartheid movement against racial oppression, 
tireless campaigner for reconciliation through tolerance 
and forgiveness. 

1998 – Professor Muhammad Yunus 

Founder of the Grameen Bank of Bangladesh. Innovator 
in work enabling the world’s poor to become independent 
through access to microcredit. Inspiring advocate of the 
view that poverty is the denial of all human rights and that 
peace is freedom from poverty.

  Stuart Rees and Marie Bashir with 2011 recipient 
 Noam Chomsky at NSW Government House

 Alan Cameron and Paul Keating with 2007 
recipient Hans Blix at the Award Ceremony
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It may be hard to believe we achieved so much this year, with 
just three part-time staff and one dedicated (unpaid) Chair. 
Of course the Executive Council, who also volunteer their 
time, have made tremendous contributions. So have our 
interns and volunteers. Our Director joined us in September, 
taking the reins with our media strategy and opening paths 
for new directions. I shall not repeat the names of those to 
whom I am incredibly grateful, in particular “the team”. Their 
reports are testimony to the important role each has played. 

The Foundation’s support base has continued to grow 
and strengthen. Nevertheless I speculate how much more 
we could achieve with additional resources. Increasing the 
hours of our part-time staff by one or two days each would 
double our capacity. I receive at least one email a fortnight 
from recent graduates of international relations, government, 
social sciences and peace studies, asking if the Foundation 
has any work or internships available. 

Our Chair believes creating jobs is an essential part of peace 
with justice, and I hope that the Foundation can provide paid 
work to more graduates of peace and conflict studies. Why 
shouldn’t a peaceful and just economy be profitable? Why 

shouldn’t people wanting to dedicate their time to increasing 
the wellbeing of society and the planet be paid to do so? 

The Foundation’s ability to provide employment is limited 
by its budget. Over the past sixteen years, there has been 
a pattern: occasional profit boosts, generally correspond-
ing with the fame of the Sydney Peace Prize recipient—but 
more often a small loss. This year the Foundation incurred a 
$34,000 loss. This is balanced by other years’ income, for 

  Dr Cynthia Maung with  
 Juliet Bennett in Town Hall

Strategy and Finances

  “The Team” - Bonnie Kelly, Juliet Bennett,  
 Lisa Fennis and Kerstin Jonzon
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example, in 2011 the Foundation brought in $85,000 profit. 
This is a sustainable model but a limiting one. Our longevi-
ty is heavily dependent on our $50,000 grant from the City 
of Sydney, and on the generosity of Stephen and Deborah 
Killelea, Alan Cameron, Joseph Skrynski and many others 
listed on the final page of this report. The in-kind support we 
get from The University of Sydney, Singapore Airlines, and 
event donors has been pivotal for keeping our expenses as 
low as possible. 

Of the many events and other advocacy initiatives, the 
Sydney Peace Prize is the most pivotal to each year’s 
agenda. The Foundation’s 2013 advocacy program took 
a sharp turn when Stéphane Hessel, the German-born 
diplomat, French Resistance fighter, concentration camp 
survivor, and author of the short and influential book Time for 
Outrage—who was originally selected to receive the Sydney 
Peace Prize—passed away. A Sydney Peace Foundation 
Gold Medal for Human Rights was awarded posthumously 
to his widow, Madame Christiane Hessel-Chabry, at a re-
ception at the Australian Ambassador to France Ric Wells’ 
Residence in Paris. 

The 2013 Sydney Peace Prize was then awarded to Dr 
Cynthia Maung for her equally deserving humanitarian work 
at the Mae Tao Clinic on the Thai Burmese border, which 
serves refugees, migrant workers and orphans embodying 
peace with justice. Our new focus was promoting Dr Maung, 
her work at the Mae Tao Clinic, and their struggle to renew 
their Australian aid. At the same time the Foundation dealt 
with the controversy surrounding the visit of His Holiness the 
Dalai Lama, along with our many other fundraising and com-
munity commitments. 

In the occasional quiet moments between these events, we 
worked to improve the quality of our materials, introducing a 
media wall for event photos and a pull-out poster in the cen-
tre-fold of our 2013 Brochure. Office processes have been 
streamlined to reduce ongoing expenses and improve the 
effectiveness of our communications. Old films were con-
verted from VHS to digital and uploaded to our website, and 
we moved to online event ticketing systems. 

Although the 2014 Sydney Peace Prize Recipient is yet to be 
announced we are already looking to the 2015 nominations. 
We hope there will be wider community involvement in nom-
inating potential Sydney Peace Prize recipients. We invite 
members of the public, NGOs, parliamentarians, academ-
ics, business and media people, to submit nominations by 
the end of July 2014. Details of how to submit a nomination, 
and the selection process, are on our website. 

With a sense of new direction under Jane Singleton’s lead-
ership, 2014 looks to be a year of engaging new partners 
and supporters in order to further realise the Foundation’s 
objectives. Many people and organisations across Austral-
ia and across the world are working for peace with justice. 
This includes those working in development, in human rights 
advocacy, in inter-cultural and inter-religious forums, and 
education. It includes those working with people who are 
refugees, who have disabilities, and who are facing sexual or 
racial discrimination. The Foundation is a catalyst for those 
efforts, drawing attention to inspiring people and initiatives. In 
these ways the Foundation helps to foster a more peaceful, 
socially just and ecologically sustainable global society.

Juliet Bennett 
January 2014

 Many thanks to Well Mannered Wines Co, Casella Wines and 4 Pines for their generous contributions to the Sydney Peace Prize dinner.
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Income & Expenses
Consolidated Statement of Income and Expenditure 
for the twelve months ended 31 December 2013
(Account Codes: 07801 22222, 07801 D0630, D7802 22222)

2013 2012

INCOME $ $

Interest Income 14,322 9,796

Donations, Sponsorships and Scholarships

Appeal campaign 74,428 108,865

City of Sydney 50,000 50,000

Special Events Income

Sydney Peace Prize Gala Dinner 71,387 69,916

City of Sydney Peace Prize Lecture 14,667 15,905

Other events 14,383 -

Other Income -482 7,385

Total Income 238,706 261,867

EXPENDITURE

Salaries and associated costs 103,724 129,350

Contract employment 35,068 2,000

Venue, catering, AV and other event costs 38,000 47,688

Printing 6,992 8,800

Postage and communication 1,347 2,774

Travel and accommodation 10,321 14,554

Sydney Peace Prize - award 50,000 50,000

Sydney Peace Prize - trophy 1,364 1,364

Gold medal for human rights award 829 -

Office supplies 88 829

Graphic design 6,040 9,160

General expenses - 207

Fund raising expenses 1,496 539

Advertising and promotions 1,360 900

Equipment, repairs and maintenance 2,691 209

Donation - Medical Association for Prevention of War - 9,000

Student scholarship and prize 13,680 -

Total Expenditure 273,000 277,374

Surplus/ (Deficit) -34,294 -15,507

Accumulated Funds as at 1 January 315,372 330,879

Accumulated Funds as at 31 December 2013 281,079 315,372

 

M Molloy, BA CPA  
Finance Director  
Humanities Cluster

I certify that the Income Statement and Balance Sheet of the Foundation have been prepared in accordance with the University’s 
accounting practices and procedures.  These Foundation accounts form part of the University of Sydney’s financial reports.
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Balance Sheet
Balance Sheet as at 31 December 2013
(Account Codes: 07801 22222, D7802 22222 & D7801 D0630)

2013 2012

CURRENT ASSETS $ $

Funds Participating in University Pool Interest 281,079 323,471

Total Current Assets 281,079 323,471

TOTAL ASSETS 281,079 323,471

CURRENT LIABILITIES

Accrued Expenses - 8,099

Total Current Liabilities - 8,099

NET ASSETS 281,079 315,372

EQUITY

Accumulated Funds 281,079 315,372

TOTAL EQUITY 281,079 315,372

M Molloy, BA CPA  
Finance Director  
Humanities Cluster 
27 February 2014

I certify that the Income Statement and Balance Sheet of the Foundation have been prepared in accordance with the University’s 
accounting practices and procedures.  These Foundation accounts form part of the University of Sydney’s financial reports.
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Friends
$1,000 - $4,999
David Hirsch
Robert Thomas AM
The Sky Foundation

$100 - $999
Ahmad Shboul
Alf Liebhold
Alice Beauchamp
Andrew Morrison
Ann Cunningham
Anthony Simpson
Bruce Toms
Cecilie Scarf
Chris Hamer
Christine El-Khoury
Clare Petre
Denise Leith
Donald Cameron
Elizabeth Lane

Elizabeth Roth
Emma Pocock
Frennie Beytagh
Gary Corr
Ged Kearney
Giselle Mawer
Grant McCall
James Pollard
Jan De Voogd
Jennifer Craigie
Judith Steanes
Julia Fountain
Juliet Bennett
June Reynolds
Ken Macnab
Kenneth Coles AM
Kennifer Killen
Kim Burton
Lee Rhiannon
Liam Cooke
Mac Halliday
Margaret Gerstle

Margaret Molan
Matt Sterne
Melissa McCullough
Michael Evans
Moya Holle
Nita Koukedes
Paul Wand AM
Peter Kampfner
Peter Marston
Samantha Meers
Shan Shah Yee
Sophie Bouris
Stuart Rees
Taisheng Ye
Ursula Schappi
Victoria Sharp

$10 - $100
Anastasia Wong
Andy & Jenny Small
Annabella Fletcher
Brenda Schmidt

Cathy Picone
Claire Maguire
Eleanor Putnam
Fergus Frickle
Gerda Cohen
Gregory Ashton
Helen Thompson
Joyce Dodds
Lynda-Ann Blanchard
Lynne Jacobson
Margaret Palmer
Marie Muir
Marlene Arditto
Marty Morrison
Paul Pearce MP
Peggy Craddock
Rhonda Ansiewicz
Ronda Gaffey
Valmai Bland
William O’Reilly

2013 Donors
The Foundation is grateful to our many generous donors, 
partners, peacemakers, peacekeepers and in-kind sup-
porters, for sharing our commitment to the values and 
goals of human rights, social justice and peace. The Uni-
versity of Sydney supports, but does not fund the Founda-
tion, hence these donations are critical for the Foundation’s 
work to continue.

Partners in Peace
$50,000 and above

City of Sydney

 
Peace Makers
$25,000 - $49,999

Stephen & Deborah Killelea AM

 
Peace Keepers
$5,000 - $24,999

Alan Cameron

Jane Fulton

Marjorie Bull

Mary Henderson

Trudy Weibel
 Dr Cynthia Maung at the Sydney Peace Prize 

Award Ceremony and Dinner Gala
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Details of the Foundation’s governance, as approved under  
the authority of the University Senate, are available in the  
Foundation’s office.

Governance

 Dr Cynthia and students let the peace doves fly free at Cabramatta High School Peace Day 2013

Details of the Foundation’s governance, as approved 
under the authority of the University Senate, are 
available in the Foundation’s office.

Governance

Foundation

Sydney



The Sydney Peace Foundation gratefully 
acknowledges our Partners in Peace

Sydney Peace Foundation

Mackie Building K01 
The University of Sydney NSW 2006 
t. +61 2 9351 4468   f. +61 2 9660 0862   
peace.foundation@sydney.edu.au 
www.sydneypeacefoundation.org.au    

And the Generous Support of


